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OJAI, CALIF.

Southern California’s

SHANGRI-LA
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Ojai’s special “Pink Moment”
happens almost daily when the
sun melts away and paints the
west-facing bluffs a brilliant,
blushing pink. One of the best
places to catch the view is
Meditation Mount.

Small town’s beauty attracts
artists, writers and tourists

RESOURCES
AZU

457 E Ojai Ave.,
www.azuojai.com

By Lindsay Taub

BOCCALI’S

For The Tennessean

W

hen in need of a change of pace, Angelenos
head to Ojai. The artist enclave, 14 miles
east of the Pacific Ocean and 73 miles
northwest of Los Angeles, is a town of
about 8,000 people.
Closer than Santa Barbara and less pretentious,
Ojai’s hippie past can still be felt in its art galleries,
craft fairs, cowgirl bootcamps and overall funky vibe.
Part of its charm is finding a 1974 rainbow peace signadorned Volkswagen parked next to a souped up 2014
Range Rover, and a Joni Mitchell lookalike strumming
her guitar next to Julia Roberts, literally.
With the crown jewel Ojai Valley Inn and Spa, and its
stunning golf course, Ojai also exemplifies casual California luxury and style at its best. Ojai’s unique topography, lying in a valley spanning east to west, long ago
attracted the Chumash Indians, who revered it as a
place of healing. Today, spiritual seekers still flock to
Ojai for its believed mystical powers.
Consequently, Ojai has become a haven for artists,
writers and creators of all types looking for inspiration
in its serene beauty, particularly the very rare “Pink
Moment” that happens almost daily when the sun melts
away and paints the west-facing bluffs a brilliant, blushing pink.
With an aura of calm emanating from the long, windy
drive into town, the perfect backdrop is set for romance
and a simple escape from the city. In fact Frank Capra
used the Ojai valley to depict Shangri-La in his classic
film, “Lost Horizon.”

3277 Ojai Ave.,
www.boccalis.com

CASA
BARRANCA

Wine Tasting, 208 E.
Ojai Ave., www.
casabarranca.com

COZY
DELL TRAIL
PHOTO COURTESY OJAI VALLEY INN & SPA

The addition of a 35,000-square-foot luxury spa in 1997 ultimately
transformed the Ojai Valley Inn into the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa.

NATIONAL
FOREST DEER
LODGE

2261 Maricopa
Hwy., www.deer
lodgeojai.com

KNEAD BAKERY
69 E. Ojai Ave.,
www.kneadbaking
company.com

MEDITATION
MOUNT

10340 Reeves Road,
www.meditation
mount.org

OJAI OLIVE OIL

1811 Ladera Road,
www.ojaioliveoil.
com

Farm fresh fun

Every April, Pixie season in California begins (and
lasts through July). It’s one of the best times to visit
Ojai, as the community comes alive in celebration of the
sweetness of the summer. Consider it the SoCal version
of the Pacific Northwest’s beloved apple picking season.
During high season, tiny tangerines dot the orchard
landscapes like ornaments on Christmas trees. You’ll
also find restaurants and spas creating body treatments
and recipes that utilize the fruits at their very best.
Inspired by the property’s organic herb garden, Ojai
Valley Inn & Spa’s executive chef Georg Paulussen
launched the Inn’s own spice line this summer. He has
incorporated the spice mixtures into dishes at all of the
inn’s restaurants.

3500 Maricopa Hwy,
Los Padres
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In 2006, the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa completed a $90 million renovation,
and the ultra-exclusive Casa Elar was built as a private estate on the
property for guests desiring ultimate luxury and privacy.

OJAI VALLEY
INN & SPA

905 Country
Club Road,
www.ojairesort.com

A California star, then and now

From Clark Gable and Judy Garland to Walt Disney,
the Ojai Valley Inn has welcomed generations of discriminating travelers, heads of state and movie stars.
Films such as Spencer Tracy and Katherine Hepburn’s
“Pat and Mike” and the sequel to Chinatown, “The Two
Jakes,” were also filmed on the property.
Various owners and expansions have added to the
property’s allure over the years, including the building
of a 4,800-square-foot conference center in the
mid-1980s, and the addition of a 35,000-square-foot luxury spa in 1997, which ultimately transformed the resort
into the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa.
In 2006 the AAA Five Diamond resort completed a
$90 million renovation and then celebrated its
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Spa Ojai offers daily mind/body classes including tai chi, yoga, qi gong, meditation, spinning, water
aerobics, dancing and cardio-boxing that are complimentary for guests.

