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Columbus Circle, named after Christopher Columbus, is the point from which all official distances from New York City are measured. ALEX LOPEZ

Attractions
in city dazzle
any wish list

Three days may not be much, but plan
your trip to get maximum from visit
By Lindsay Taub
For The Tennessean

N

EW YORK, N.Y. — Is it possible

to experience the best of
Manhattan in just three
days? The simple answer is
yes. You will need to pick
wisely, plan ahead, map it out and
know your budget.
New York City, like any major
metropolis, can be overwhelming
regardless of whether it’s your
first visit or 30th. It can take a day
or two to get oriented, and with just
three days, careful planning is a
must.
As the song goes, New York is
truly a state of mind and it’s different for everyone. The inherent joy
of Manhattan is its melting pot of
all walks of life from around the
planet. One person’s love is another
person’s indifference. Visitors have
their own stereotype expectations
that are either fulfilled or replaced
by the slow and steady seduction of
the city that never sleeps.
To one it may be the epitome of
girl power, with Carrie Bradshawinspired quartets prancing around
the meatpacking district in stilettos, where Christian Louboutins
are king. To another it may be a
romanticized vision of scenes from
“An Affair to Remember” or
“Sleepless in Seattle,” where a kiss
atop the Empire State Building is
queen.
And still for others, a visit to
New York may be a pilgrimage to
Central Park to ride a horse-drawn
carriage; a visit to FAO Schwartz to
walk on the human-sized piano
keyboard, a la Tom Hanks in “Big”;
or a visit to Broadway for the best
and brightest stage talent. It may
be a visit to Times Square to see
where the famous ball drops on
New Year’s Eve, an ice skate at
Rockefeller Center in the winter, a
respectful salute to the victims of
9-11 at the World Trade Center
Memorial, a foodie-inspired journey through the creations of some

of the world’s most talented chefs
or a visit to Ellis Island to trace
roots and salute Miss Lady Liberty
herself.
With so many options and iconic
images emblazoned in our minds,
getting figuratively and literally
lost in Manhattan is just part of the
intrigue. Time both stands still and
whisks by.

Become a New Yorker

Despite stereotypes, New Yorkers are actually a friendly breed, so
don’t hesitate to ask for directions,
talk to people, be enthralled, let go
and live it up. To really fit in, walk
fast, flag taxis boldly, and for heaven’s sake, when the walk sign goes
green, don’t hesitate! Each neighborhood has its own personality
and energy. And the interpretation
of that cannot be generalized. It’s to
be discovered and take from it
what you want.
Off-the-beaten-track junkies
should pay a visit to Brooklyn for
unique, independent, full-of-localflair eats, and to the East Village
for some of the best craft cocktails
in town, thought-provoking art,
trendy fashion that doesn’t cost
Madison Avenue prices and live
music that is part punk, part funk.
Consider it a place where hipsters,
artists and socialites are one and
the same.
When planning your day and
night, map it out with Google Maps
and pinpoint the attractions, restaurants and entertainment you
want to check out. From there,
group them together and go neighborhood to neighborhood. Study a
map of Manhattan. And download
the mobile app HopStop for easy
subway and walking directions.
The island is a rectangle of sorts,
so navigate logically to save time.
Newbies to the city — if you
taxi, don’t bother with an exact
address. Tell the driver where
you’ve going by the street name
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RESOURCES:
» NYLO:
www.nylohotels.com
» Irving Farm Coffee Roasters: www.irvingfarm.com
» The London NYC:
www.thelondonnyc.com
» Highline Hotel:
www.thehighlinehotel.com
» Mandarin Oriental:
www.mandarinoriental.
com/ newyork
» Central Park:
www.centralparknyc.org
» Empire State Building:
www.esbnyc.com
» Lil’ Frankie’s:
lilfrankies.com
» The NoMad:
www.thenomadhotel.com
» Cookshop:
www.cookshopny.com
» Luxor Limo:
www.luxorlimo.com
» New York Pass, discount
attraction entry:
www.newyorkpass.com/En/
» Official New York City
Guide: www.nycgo.com

The Statue of Liberty on
Liberty Island was
designated as a national
monument in 1924 and is
one of New York’s most
famous attractions.
MARLEY WHITE

Cookshop in Chelsea on Tenth Avenue at 20th Street is considered “farm to
hipster.” LINDSAY TAUB

